s of News

- Ketchin;

the old academy near Jenkinsville
on the evening of January I, the
purpose and object being to obtain
funds to help out the home missions
of the Little River Baptist Church.
The clouds were lowering and the
rain began to fall, but notwithstan-
ding all this the people came out and
showed by their presence their deep
interest in the cause for which it was
given, and that snug liitle building
was soon seated to its full capacity.

The News and Herald, Winnsboro,
S.C., January 11, 1940.

(Editor’s note: Last week The
News and Herald published a brief
account of the death of Dr, Kelly

‘Miller, asking its subscribers to sup-

ply additional information, if possi-
ble. Facts for the following story
were obtained from a number of
sources, among those being Mrs,
F.M. Gadsdem, Robert Miller,
brother of the deceased, and H.E.
two newspapers, The
Washington Evening Star, which
carried a picture, news article and
editorial on Kelly Miller, and the
Washington Afro-American {Negro
journal), which puts him in its ali-
time Hall of Fame, with Booker T.
Washington and others, also sup-

plied valuable information.

Kelly Miller, author, lecturer,
mathematician, former dean of the
college of arts and sciences and
retired professor of sociology at
Howard Unijversity, was born in
1863 five miles west of Winmsboro

on Mill Creek, on the plantation

owned by Mrs. Nancy K. Rabb. He
was the son of Kelly Miller, a freed
slave, and Elizabeth Miller, once a
slave owned by the Chappell family
of Jenkinsville. There were thirteen

By Sharon Avery

in his family and only two remain
now, Robert Miller, a former
teacher, and John Miller, both of
Winnsboro. (Robert attended the
final rites last week at the Howard
Chapel, Washington, D.C.)
Coming of school age only a short
time after the Civil War, Kelly first
attended the New Hope School for
Negroes which evidently had just
been organized, It is said that

teachers for this school came from -

Biddle unmiversity, Charlotte, N.C.
This school is now known as the
Johnson C. Smith University, and it
is interesting to mote that another
native of Fairfield, H.L., McCrarey,
is its president.

It was early noticed that Kelly was
a precocious child. He raced
through the simple courses at New
Hope and subsequently went to the
Joe Thomson school, another newly
organized institute for Negroes, but
here, too, he soon knew as much as
did his teachers,

In the early 1870s there arrived in
Winnsboro a Mr. Willard Richard-
son from the New England states
Massachusetts or Connecticut). He
came as a sort of missionary-teacher
for the Negroes and organized a
school for them in a long hall-like
residence which stood opposite what
is now the oil mill. (The building
was destroyed only a few years ago.)
Here it was that Kelly continued his
meagre education. Mr. Richardson,
a highly educated man himself, who
taught his charges the capitals of the
states by putting them to music,
noticed Kelly's brightness, par-
ticularly his proclivity for
mathematics, :

...Be that as it may, Kelly Miller,
after leaving the Richardson school,
managed - t0 go to Washington

where he entered ‘Howard
preparatory school, then the univer-
sity itself, from which he was

- graduated with an A.B. degree in

1886. He then worked in the govern-
ment pension office in Washington
for a number of years, attended
Johns Hopkins graduate school for
two years, coming back to Howard
to receive his master's degree in
1901. While studying for his masters
he began teaching at Howard and he
helped revamp the school’s cur-
riculum. He also taught one year in
Washington’s newly organized
public school.

He accepted the professorship of
science and sociology at Howard
and after a number of years was
made Dean of the college. It is said
he could have been president if he so
desired. He watched and helped
Howard grow from a small college,
with a few small buildings, into a
large university, and he was largely
responsible for its Freedman’s
hospital. . .

Dr. Miller was the author of
many books and pamphlets, the best
known of which were ““Race Ad-
justments”, published in 1908, and
“Out of the House of Bondage”,
1914, He addressed open letters to
both President Woodrow Wilson
and President Warren G. Harding.
He was considered Howard’s most
distinguished alumnus. .

Dr. Miller retired in 1932, but he
continued his work. He wrote a col-
umn for 100 weekly newspapers for
which service he made no charge.

Besides his widow, he is survived
by two sons, one a dentist in New
York City, the other a newspaper-
man of Washington, D.C.; two
daughters, both teachers; and two
brothers, both of Winnsboro, S.C.



